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SUBJ: SOVIET WHEAT LOAN: FIRST INSTALLMENT 

REE: (A) STATE 103339 (NOTAL), (B) STATE 69445 

1. SOVIET TRADE REPRESENTATIVE, DACCA, CONFIRMED MAY 9 
THAT BDG HAS CONTRACTED WITH US EIRM, EARMLAND, TO SUPPLY 
40,000 MT WHEAT FOR DELIVERY TO SOVIET UNION AS REPAYMENT 
OF FIRST OF FIVE ANNUAL INSTALLMENT WAS DUE, AETER SOME POST- 
PONEMENTS, IN SEPTEMBER, 1976. NEXT INSTALLMENT IS 
DUE IN SEPTEMBER, 1977. 


2. SOVIET TRADE REP ASKED ABOUT EARMLAND REPUTATION AND 
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE, AS QUOTE SOVIET SANITARY REGULATIONS 
UNQUOTE VERY STRICT. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION 
WITH WHICH TO RESPOND TO SOVIET REQUEST. 

3. SOVIETS HAD NO SHIPPING DETAILS. 

4. BDG FOOD MINISTRY JOINT SECRETARY A NISI 17, ZM AN KHAN 
ALSO CONFIRMED SIGNING OF CONTRACT QUOTE FOUR OR FIVE 
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DAYS AGO UNQUOTE. HE RECALLED THAT CONTRACT INCLUDED 
CLAUSE PROVIDING FOR SHIPMENT TO BE COMPLETED WITHIN 
60 DAYS OF ISSUANCE OF LETTER OF CREDIT. HE ALSO CON- 
FIRMED THAT THERE HAVE NOT YET BEEN ANY USSR/BDG DIS- 
CUSSIONS CONCERNING REPAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS FOR SECOND 
INSTALLMENT. 
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